
 

 

Top 7 Things MPs Need To Know For Go-Live 
 

1. DA Load Bids aligned with the MPs Load Forecast  
o Behavior Description:  We are seeing DA Load Bids that are NOT aligned with a load 

forecast, in particular MPs are bidding in very large quantities of fixed demand.  
o Behavior Risk:  If that behavior occurred after start, it would be expensive.   
o Risk Mitigation:  The poor bids we are seeing in Parallel Operations are likely due to 

inattention and NOT lack of understanding or ability.  Regardless, Market Participants 
need to recognize it and validate for themselves that they are making the right 
assumptions when entering their bids.  Specifically MPs need to understand that if they 
submit price sensitive bids that will lower their risk of high prices.  The fixed bids they 
are submitting would clear regardless of the DAMkt prices (except in emergency 
conditions) thus greatly increasing their exposure to high prices. 

 

2. Accurate submission of Control Modes  
o Behavior Description:  MPs are inaccurately submitting Control Modes. 
o Behavior Risk:  inaccurate Control Mode submissions directly affect the dispatchability 

and ability to clear a Resource, impacting both the quality of the solution and the bottom 
line of the members by:   

 Causing a Resource to not be dispatched economically 
 Causing a Resource to not clear Regulation, Spin or Supp 
 Causing inaccuracies in the clearing of Regulation/Spin/Supp vs the Deployment 

of Regulation/Spin/Supp 
 Causing the solution to be inaccurate in its dispatch assumptions (which can lead 

to inaccurate pricing) 
o Risk Mitigation:  Market Participants need to understand the accuracy of their Control 

Modes directly impacts the quality of the solution and bottom line of the members. 

 

3. Meter Data submission accuracy  
o Behavior Description:  Asset Owners are submitting poor quality Meter Data in January 

2014 
o Behavior Risk:  Impacts of poor quality/inaccurate Meter Data:  Directly impacts the MP's 

Load and Gen related Settlement charges (Asset Energy, Make Whole Payments, 
Operating Reserve Payments).  Indirectly impacts market wide uplift and Revenue 
Neutrality charges.  Over Collected Losses charge is particularly impacted by high Meter 
Data Calibration due to the shifting of MWs between Load and Gen Settlement Locations 
inherent in the Calibration MWs. 

o Risk Mitigation:  The poor quality Meter Data we are seeing is likely due to inattention 
and NOT lack of understanding or ability.  Regardless, Asset owners need to recognize it 
and validate for themselves that they are submitting quality Meter Data. 

 What is quality Meter Data:    



 

1. First, accurate representation of the real MWs 
produced/consumed/imported/exported.   

2. Second,  correctly signed (+/-) Gen, Load and Tie-line data.  Tie-line 
data in particular must be signed to correctly represent the flow on the 
given Tie Line location.   

3. Third, low to zero MWhs of Calibration.  Calibration is used to adjust the 
Load SL in a Settlement Area so that the net of all meter data, tie line 
data and SE losses is equal to zero MWs.  High Calibration results in a 
shifting of settlement MWhs from the Settlement Location where the 
MWhs should have been reported to affect the Load Settlement Location. 

 

4. Import/Export/Through Interchange Schedule Submission:   
o Behavior Description:  SPP is seeing very low participation in the Interchange Scheduling 

process during Parallel Operations.   
o Behavior Risk:  When the SPP IM is live, SPP has no Tariff leeway for accommodating 

schedules after-the-fact due to a MPs inability to successfully submit the Interchange 
Schedule in accordance with the approved market timelines. 

o Risk Mitigation:  Assumption is MPs are capable of submitting Schedules, but have 
decided that entering schedules for every Parallel Ops Operating Day is not an effective 
use of their time.  MPs should ensure they can successfully create, submit and settle 
Interchange Schedules in preparation for go-live.   

 

5. CROW Outage data submission:   
o Behavior Description:  SPP is seeing low MP support for entering CROW Outages during 

Parallel Ops.  There have been many instances where derated or outaged Resources are 
committed in the DA and/or RT market.   

o Behavior Risk:  When the SPP IM is live all DA and RT Resource commitments are 
binding.   

o Risk Mitigation:  Market Participants need to understand the following  
 SPP has no Tariff leeway to 'forgive' a Resource commitment obligation due to a 

failure by the MP to notice the outage in CROW. 
 Outages/Derates should be entered as soon as feasible and no more than 30 

minutes after the outage/derate is recognized.   
 Resources that are committed by the DA Market, or RUC process are obligated to 

provide the Resource to meet the commitment schedule.  Failure to meet the 
commitment will result in:  

1. RT Energy charges to the Resource owner to buy back the DA 
commitment schedule. 

2. RUC Make Whole Payment Distribution charges to the Resource owner 
per MWh of undelivered output. 

 SPP Operators have no ability to 'forgive' once the DA solution has committed 
the Resource.  If a Resource is committed in the DA Market the Resource owner 
is financially bound and there is no forgiveness. 

 Resources not committed in the DA Market, but then committed in the RUC 
process can be decommitted without penalty if there are legitimate reasons the 
Resource not being able to come on-line.  

 



 

 

 

6. Resource Commitment/De-commitment Communications  
o Behavior Description:  MPs are not communicating with SPP Operators when they are 

bringing Resources On-Line or when they are taking them Off-Line. 
o Behavior Risk:  SPP managing Unit Commitment in the Integrated Marketplace is new to 

the MPs and they haven’t responded well during Market Trials or IDTs to SPP requests 
for communication:   

 When an MP brings a unit on or off line without communicating with SPP it 
causes SPP’s operations balancing issues and makes managing ACE difficult 

 When MPs bring a unit on-line managing how they report Control Modes has 
been an issue and causes issues with solution accuracy, OR clearing and ACE 
management. 

o Risk Mitigation:  Market Participants need to understand they are no longer unilaterally 
deciding the commitment of their Resources and must communicate with SPP for all Unit 
Commitment activities. 
 
 

7. DA Market Submittals at Market Close 
o Behavior Description:  MPs have been waiting until the last minute to submit all of their 

Bids/Offers in the DAMkt. 
o Behavior Risk:  There is a risk of the MUI being too heavily loaded right at the Market 

Close if everyone waits until end and it could potentially lead to MPs failing to get their 
data submitted. 

o Risk Mitigation:  MPs should aim to submit as much of their Day Ahead Bid/Offer data as 
possible well ahead of the Day Ahead Market Close deadline – they have a 7 day window 
and should be encouraged to use it. 
 
 

8. No Load Offers Not Consistent With Appendix G of the Protocols 
o Behavior Description:  Many MP submitted No Load Offers are outside the expected 

range based on the No Load definition provided in the Protocols.   
o Behavior Risk:  Higher than expected No Load costs can lead to higher Production Costs 

and prevent certain resources from being committed.  Mitigated No Load offers that are 
not consistent with the Mitigated Offer Development Guidelines are a violation of the SPP 
Tariff and subject to investigation by the Market Monitoring Unit. 

8.o Risk Mitigation:  MP should review No Load Offers for accuracy.  Attachment A. to 
Appendix G of the Protocols provides No Load Calculation Examples.  I.e. the No Load 
cost should include the value of the fuel consumed at zero net output, not the resource 
minimum. 

 
 

9. Parameter Data Should Reflect True Availability  
o Behavior Description:  Resource Parameter data submitted may unintentionally limit 

resource availability for commitment.  I.E. a Max Run Time of 24 hours is not interpreted 
as “24 hours a day”, a value of 0 does not mean “no limitation” 

o Behavior Risk:  Resource may be not be committed or be decommitted based on the 
limiting submission.  SPP maintains a rolling historical schedule of resource commitment.  

 If MP submits Max Run Time of 24 hours, SPP will decommit the resource at the 
end of 24 hours and honor the effective min down time before re-committing.  
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 If MP submits Max Run Time of 168 hours, SPP will decommit the resource at the 
end of 7 days and honor the effective min down time before re-committing 

o Risk Mitigation:  For those parameters in which there is no limitation, the parameter 
should be set to null (left blank) for that resource 

o Please see Structured Market Trials Tips and Guidelines.pdf for additional examples 
o  Formatted: Indent: Left:  0.5",  No bullets or

numbering


